The Gospel of Mark

Group Guide: Week 7, Mark 2:13-:3:6

INTRODUCTION

The drama of Mark moves pretty fast. In chapter 1, the reader is barely
introduced to Jesus before he begins to preach with authority, fight for
those who are spiritually oppressed and heal the sick. Chapter 2
immediately brings conflict between Jesus and the Jewish religious
rulers. From the beginning of chapter 2 to chapter 3 verse 6 Jesus has 5
confrontational encounters with the Scribes and Pharisees. By the end of
these encounters Jesus is so much an enemy of the religious rulers that
they will conspire with their enemies of the state (the Herodians) to kill
Jesus. The reader is getting a glimpse of what lies ahead for Jesus as the
story unfolds. A couple of questions come to mind. How will Jesus
respond? Will he continue to assert his authority?

PRAYER

READ
Ask two people to read Mark 2:13 - 3:6

SUMMARIZE

Ask two people to summarize the passage who didn’t summarize last
week or who have not summarized a passage yet.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. Share whether you consider yourself a rule follower or not. How does
it affect your relationship with Jesus?

2. Reread verse 17. Jesus did not come for the healthy but the unhealthy,
not for the righteous but for the unrighteous. Share why that is such
good news for you today. Why do you think this passage is still important
for Christians to remember?
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N.T. FURTHER READING
Matt. 9:9-17, Luke 5:27-6:5; 1
Cor. 1:26-31

O.T. FURTHER READING

Isaiah 62:5 Hos. 2:19-20;
1 Samuel 21:1-9

FURTHER STUDY

As you read write out any
words in this passage that
would be helpful for you to
look up in a dictionary.




3. For anyone who has been a Christian for some time there is a
temptation towards self-righteousness. Self-righteousness is rooted in
believing that you’re no longer in need of a physician. Share what areas
of your life you are prone to self-righteousness?

4. In verses 18-22 Jesus makes a profound statement about fasting. What
do you think the point of Jesus’ teaching on fasting is? Should Christians
fast today? Why or why not?

5. Jesus and his disciples are accused of breaking the Sabbath by picking
grains to eat. Jesus points back to king David doing a similar thing. Why
do you think it was okay for Jesus and David to break the Pharisees
understanding of the Sabbath law? How should your answer influence
your Christian life?

6. Jesus heals the man with the withered hand on the Sabbath knowing
that it will make him an enemy of the Pharisees and Scribes and
eventually lead to persecution. Are there any areas of your life where you
would face confrontation if you lived out your faith more publicly? What
would be potential consequences for you if everyone around you knew
everything you believed about following Christ?

RESPONSE DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Personal: Fasting doesn’t have to necessarily be from food (although it
often is). Discuss with your group one thing it would be good for you to
fast from to help you pray and long for the return of Christ.

Church: Who are the marginalized in our city that come to Sunday
services? Discuss ways you can engage them the way Jesus engaged with
“Sinners and Tax Collectors”.

World: Pray for a co-worker or neighbor who is not a Christian this week
and look for an opportunity to share the gospel with them. Share with
your group who it is that you will be praying for.

PRAY TOGETHER

NOTES

SCRIPTURE MEMORIZATION:

Mark 2:17 (Remember the
purpose of memorization is
to meditate on God)






